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In Support of HB 5673 AN ACT CONCERNING THE REFORMATION OF 

CERTAIN TAXES AND TAX EQUITY 

Good Morning Senator Fonfara, Representative Horn and members of the 

Committee, my name is Angel Bailey and I’m a Personal Care Attendant (PCA) 

from Ansonia. I am here today to speak in support of House Bill 5673 because our 

services are completely underfunded and these bills will raise funding for basic 

services like the ones I provide. 

I care for a Consumer with physical disabilities, and I’m one of her lifelines.  I’m a 

PCA because I care about people, and I love taking care of people and being that 

lifeline for them.  Not only am I a lifeline for the person I care for, but the work 

becomes a lifeline for me.  

The state says the work I do is essential, and my consumer truly relies on me.  But 

if we’re essential, why don’t we have any of the benefits that would allow us to 

take care of our own health: health insurance, retirement, or paid sick days?  How 

can we care for the health and safety of our consumer if we’re forced to choose 

between working sick or going without pay? 

I have asthma, so every time I get sick my asthma flares up.  Last winter, a cold 

took me out for several days.  I wanted to take longer, but I couldn’t afford it 

because I needed the money.  As PCAs, we don’t just work paycheck to paycheck; 

we work a paycheck or two behind.  Even a couple days without pay can have a 

huge impact on us.  Our landlords don’t care if we’re sick; they want their money.  

If the State really valued our work, we would have paid sick days, health 

insurance, and all the other basic rights that will allow us to care for ourselves and 

our Consumers. Passing this bills would be a huge investment in the PCA 

workforce, which is majority Black and Brown women like me. We should not 

have to choose between our health and our paycheck; that’s slavery.  We don’t 



want to be called essential but treated as expendable.  Please hear our cries and 

pass House Bill 5673. Thank you for your time.  

 


